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in the spoils of the Philistines. There arer
I know, craftsmen who care nothing at all for
these things, but work in silence and even in
obscurity at what seems to them engrossing-
and beautiful; but they are rare; and when
there is so much experience and pleasure
and comfort abroad, and when security and
deference so much depend upon wealth,
the artist desires wealth, more for the sake
of experience and pleasure than for the sake
of accumulation.

But the spirit which one desires to see
spring up is the Athenian spirit, which finds
its satisfaction in ideas and thoughts and
beautiful emotions, in mental exploration
and artistic expression ; and is so absorbed,
so intent upon these things that it can
afford to let prosperity flow past like a
muddy stream. Unfortunately, however, the
English spirit is solitary rather than social,
and the artistic spirit is jealous rather
than inclusive; and so it comes about that
instead of artists and men of ideas consort-
ing together and living a free and simple
life, they tend to dwell in lonely fortresses
and paradises, costly to create, costly to
maintain. The English spirit is against
communities. If it were not so, how easy